[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]



[image: image3.png]R.1. Greenhouse Gas Process









 
RI Greenhouse Gas Stakeholder Process


C/o RIDEM


235 Promenade Street


Providence, RI  02908


























							April 28, 2004








Ms Luly Massaro, Commission Clerk


Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission


89 Jefferson Boulevard


Warwick, RI 02888





Dear Ms Massaro,





The Rhode Island Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Plan identifies several energy efficiency and alternative energy options related to the use of fossil fuel such as natural gas, fuel oil and propane in homes and businesses in Rhode Island.  Although Rhode Island has a very successful Systems Benefit Charge (SBC) fund and track record for pursing electricity-related energy efficiency and renewable energy options, no such comprehensive funding options exist for fossil fuels.  The RI GHG Stakeholder Group has been exploring various alternatives for such long-term, sustained funding and will continue to do so next year in Phase IV of the RI GHG process.





During the course of our discussions this year, New England Gas and RI GHG Stakeholders discussed a $300,000 annual fund New England Gas currently has for supporting its existing gas Demand Side Management (DSM) in favor of more traditional energy efficiency programs such as the ones New England Gas currently operates in Massachusetts.  Most of these funds could be redeployed to pursue these energy efficiency programs in the short-run, while the RI GHG Stakeholder Group continues to explore longer-term solutions.





If approved by the Commission, New England Gas could offer some or all of the gas related rebates and programs it currently offers in Massachusetts (most of which are described on its website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.negasco.com/conservation/programs.php" ��http://www.negasco.com/conservation/programs.php� and in the attached GasNetworksNews).  It could also potentially supplement the small and large Commercial and Industrial (C&I) fossil fuel program that is currently being piloted and funded by the RI State Energy Office.





The RI GHG Stakeholders are writing this letter in unanimous support of this redeployment because of its substantial GHG and economic benefits.�  We hope that the Commission would be able to find a way to make this happen expeditiously and with minimal burden to New England Gas. 























� While New England Gas generally supports this option, it is abstaining from this formal letter since it is regulated by the PUC.  However, it will provide the PUC with anything it needs to evaluate the Stakeholder request.











If you have any questions, you can contact the RI GHG facilitator, Dr. Jonathan Raab.





Dr. Jonathan Raab


Raab Associates, Ltd.


617.350.5544


raab@raabassociates.org





Thank you for you attention this matter.





The RI GHG Stakeholder Group





Cc:  Doug Hartley, Commission Energy Policy Director, RI PUC




















Stakeholder Members





Associated Builders and Contractors


Audubon Society of Rhode Island


Brown University


Business Roundtable


Conservation Law Foundation


Department of Administration


Narragansett Electric


Nat. Fed’n of Independent Businesses


New England Gas Company


Northern RI Chamber of Commerce


Oil Heat Institute of RI


Providence Chamber of Commerce


RI Dept. of Environmental Management


RI Dept. of Transportation


RI Economic Development Corporation


RI League of Cities and Towns


RI Petroleum Institute


RI Public Interest Research Group


RI Public Transit Authority


RI Public Utilities and Carriers


RI Society of Environmental Professionals


RI State Energy Office


RI Statewide Planning


Save The Bay


Sierra Club


Sustainability Coalition


The Energy Council of Rhode Island


University of Rhode Island
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